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Having emerged from COVID restrictions, it’s clear so much has changed.

We know the past few years have taken a toll on our audiences, our artists, our staff and supporters, and together we are assessing
what the “new normal” looks like.

 The funding environment remains particularly challenging, made tougher by inflationary pressures.

Yet at AWESOME, we’re brimming with optimism. As a Board, we see this transition period as a great opportunity for reflection and
renewal. Staying fresh is something AWESOME has always embraced. 

In 2022 we began the process to develop the strategic plan that will take us through our next five years by consulting with a wide
range of stakeholders. The feedback was so valuable and reinforces to us that there is an enormous appetite for high quality arts
experiences for WA’s children, young people, their educators and families – and they trust AWESOME as the vehicle to deliver on
that aspiration. 

Over the next year we will revisit our operational model and seek new ways to support current and emerging creative opportunities,
while maintaining faith with our organisation’s vision and objectives, and the community that supports us.

Congratulations and our heart-felt thanks to the amazing AWESOME team, led by CEO and Artistic Director Jenny Simpson on a
huge and successful 2022. With limited resources and enormous commitment, they once again delivered in spades. 

A very big thank you to all our partners, friends in the sector, artists, volunteers and production crew. We are so proud of what we
have collectively achieved. 

To the schools and communities that welcome us so warmly, thank you for sharing in our vision to ensure all children and young
people can access and engage with the arts, and have the opportunity to experience the world and express themselves in new ways.

My thanks to my fellow Board members who generously volunteer their time in pursuit of AWESOME’s great vision.

We look forward to sharing with you our plan for a bold AWESOME future – one that extends even further our reach, impact and value
for WA children and young people.

Elizabeth Chester
Chairperson
AWESOME Arts Australia Ltd.

Acknowledgment of Country

REPORT From the Chair

AWESOME Arts Australia acknowledges the Traditional Owners of country
throughout Australia and recognises their continuing connection to land,

waters and community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures;
and to elders past and present. 
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CEO/Artistic Director Report

Like many of our colleagues, we approached 2022 with cautious optimism. The removal of Covid 19 border restrictions early on

heralded the next phase of ‘moving through the pandemic’ and as the year progressed, we saw more restrictions being lifted.
Consequently, 2022 was a year of constant readjustment as we learned to operate with the pandemic in the community.

The most dramatic impact of the reopening of Western Australia was on our partner schools in regional and remote areas. With
many communities having limited medical facilities, combined with vulnerable populations, managing/slowing the spread of infection
became the priority, as did maintaining critical operations and staff resourcing. In early 2022, all of AWESOME’s regional
programming was put on hold as schools/communities struggled with staffing levels and keeping people safe. In 2022 we still
delivered 16 creative learning residencies, mostly in the second half of the year. I’d like to acknowledge our Education Manager,
Brianna Wotzko for her leadership and tenacity in 2022. Thank you to our partner schools and communities for their extraordinary
efforts in ensuring that young people were able to access our programs.

The 2022 AWESOME Festival was a larger offering than usual as we sought to discharge contracts with artists/companies that were
held over due to border closures in previous years. It was an emotional moment for both artists and staff to see these artists finally
perform at our event after a 2 year wait. We also tried new ideas at the 2022 Festival with a lively program in Yagan Square, a
complete takeover of the State Theatre Centre, a dedicated Kids Market, a brand-new ballet in partnership with WAAPA and the
PSO and the introduction of artist-led Creative Hubs. The audience response to these innovations was extraordinary and was
reflected in the strong attendance figures. A big shout out to our AWESOME Festival team – staff, crew, and volunteers. Ably led by
Miranda Maciver and James Savage, you are undoubtedly the best in the business!

Thank you so much to our partners. BHP, DLGSC, Lotterywest, City of Perth, The Arts & Culture Trust, Development WA, The Blue
Room Theatre, Healthway, Wesfarmers Arts, Crown Resorts, Packer Family Foundation, WAAPA, ECU, State Library of Western
Australia, DADAA, AGWA, Anglicare WA, Boffins Books, Telethon Kids Institute, the Western Australian Museum, the West
Australian Opera, Perth Symphony Orchestra & Chicho Gelato… 

A final thanks to the State Government of Western Australia and particularly to Minister for Culture and the Arts, the Hon. David
Templeman and his ‘can-do’ team. Once again you stepped up to support our arts and cultural sector and we are grateful for your
commitment to the young people of Western Australia.

Jenny Simpson
CEO & Artistic Director
AWESOME Arts Australia Ltd.

Vision, Mission, Values

Our VISION is for AWESOME to be internationally recognised as an innovative, dynamic platform through which children access
and engage with the arts, nurturing values that endure into adulthood. 

Our MISSION is to provide ever-expanding opportunities for Western Australian children to actively engage with the arts,
intensifying their connectivity with the broader world in which they live. 

Our VALUES are predicated on our organisation’s imperatives. 
We are intent on offering ‘quality’, ‘impact’, ‘reach’ and ‘value’ for our children, their parents, and their educators. 

We value our ability to offer different ways of thinking about and ‘imagining’ our world. We value our ability to serve as a catalyst in
inspiring children’s creativity. 

We value our role in promoting quality engagement with the arts that will have enduring benefits as today’s children move towards
adulthood. 






2022 Festival Overview

BY MIRANDA MACIVER

The 2022 AWESOME Festival ran for 11 days between 19 September – 1 October reaching 115,000 attendees. The first 5 days
offered an educational program for school tour groups as well as digital engagement opportunities for schools who were unable to
attend the event in person. The general public season followed with 6 days of the AWESOME Festival being presented in the Perth
Cultural Centre and Yagan Square, as well as additional programming across His Majesty’s Theatre, Perth Concert Hall and the
Dolphin Theatre at the University of Western Australia. 

In 2022 we partnered with the State Library of WA, WA Museum Boola Bardip, State Theatre Centre of WA, Perth Institute of
Contemporary Art, Art Gallery of WA, The Blue Room Theatre as well as outdoor spaces throughout the Perth Cultural Centre and
Yagan Square. In partnership with the Arts and Culture Trust, AWESOME programmed a complete venue take-over of the State
Theatre Centre of WA using all performance spaces in the venue and bringing the foyers and courtyard to life. 

Over the closing weekend AWESOME presented Our Little Inventor
in partnership with the West Australian Opera at His Majesty’s
Theatre, WASO’s Fairytale Ball at the Perth Concert Hall in
partnership with West Australian Symphony Orchestra, and an
encore season of Cicada in the Dolphin Theatre at the University of
Western Australia with Barking Gecko Theatre Company. 
 
In 2022 AWESOME and The Blue Room Theatre entered into the
first year of a 3-year partnership aimed at supporting emerging artists
to create new work for young audiences. This mentorship provides
assistance for an emerging work to be developed and presented at
the AWESOME Festival in partnership with The Blue Room’s
September program. Dreams of a Lonely Planet by the Flying
Bicycle Collective ran for 12 shows across both the school’s season
and general public week. 

International Theatre returned to the AWESOME Festival with Tröll
by Trick of the Light Theatre company from New Zealand at the State
Theatre Centre along with the Australian premier of Hu木 an: a
Sensory Forest Adventure at Boola Bardip. Created by Sensorium
Theatre and The Artground Singapore Hu木an was a beautiful work
for children with additional needs. 
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The popular free childrens ballet was back in the Perth Cultural Centre with the Lost Little Llama presented by AWESOME and
The Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA) and Perth Symphony Orchestra (PSO). This contemporary
ballet was created and choreographed by Andries Weidemann, with an original score by Emma Jayakumar and performed by
the third year WAAPA students.    

Yagan Square became a new hub with multiple events running across the site including interactive installation Number Please
by OBIE, daily Story Circle performances with Alton and Rickeeta Walley, interactive performance El Presidente Minusculo by
the Little HOO HAA and Sam Longley, as well as films from AWESOME’s education program showing on the Yagan Square
Screen .

In 2022 we offered a series of artist-led Creative Hubs These 10 hubs spanned visual arts, textiles, circus, design and
weaving. Other highlights from the festival program included Creation Creation by Windmill Theatre Company, We Live Here
by Circus WA and Flipside Circus and the Teeny Tiny Stevies concert as a part of their national tour to celebrate their new
album How to be Creative! The Animals in Space exhibition by author and illustrator James Foley and Tim Maley as our
Festival Artist-in-Residence in partnership with DADAA. The Whales Tale by Born in a Taxi was presented at the Boola Bardip
under Otto the blue whale, numerous workshops and literature events returned to the State Library. 

The Dollar Bin Darlings and Uptown Brown brought music and laughter to the outside venues as they roamed the site and
acclaimed performer Mitchella Hutchins presented Dreamtime Story Creation to an entranced audience at Boola Bardip.

For the under 5’s Seashore by Sally Chance Dance and Insite Arts was presented at the State Theatre centre of WA. This
show engaged a group of 22 parents and babies in workshops the prior week with these participants then performing in the
show along with the artists. Also for the early years audience was the Mr Chicken Sensory Play Space at the State Library of
Western Australia and book events Owl and Star with Helen Milroy and Language Line with Jayden Boundry and Tyrown
Waigana.   
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Each year AWESOME investigates and develops new community
engagement programs aimed at different types of audience
engagement. Following on from the successful P&C Market stalls in
2018-2021 AWESOME opened the program to include entrepreneurial
children and their families. Each stall holder was offered one day at the
festival and the goods being sold must have been created by children.
This was a phenomenal success with maximum registration filling 41
stalls across the Perth Cultural Centre and Yagan Square sites. 

In 2022, AWESOME’s Autism Spectrum Disorder Guide (navigational
tool to support families with neurodiverse children to attend/safely
navigate the AWESOME Festival) was renamed the Accessibility
Guide. This renaming came about from feedback that indicated that
the guide is used and valued by many different patrons with varying
accessibility requirements not just those with ASD. This guide covers
all aspects of the audience experience including content of the events,
accessible paths of travel, toilets and parking. 
 
The 2022 AWESOME Festival presented over 70% of the program
free to the public with 640 free events across the 11 days. All ticketed
shows were heavily subsidised to support economic accessibility for
low income families. Across the surveyed audience, 99% believe that
the AWESOME Festival provides them and their family with
opportunities to access high quality arts experiences they would not
otherwise see or be involved in. 

The AWESOME Festival continues to attract new audiences with 59%
of the surveyed audience indicating that they had visited the
AWESOME Festival for the first time. In 2022, 98% of those surveyed
indicated that they had a positive experience at the AWESOME
Festival with 100% indicating that the AWESOME Festival is an
important addition to Western Australia’s cultural landscape. Again, a
significant number of families attended the festival for 2 or more days,
suggesting that the program was affordable and offered sufficient
engaging content to attract people into the city more than once. The
overall satisfaction levels across all parameters of the event remained
at similar levels as previous years. 
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BY NADIA BISCHOF & GEORGIA MANIFOLD 

The 2022 AWESOME Festival engaged a volunteer cohort of 126
people, contributing 828 hours over 10 days. Tuesday 27th
September was the largest day of volunteering with 37 volunteers 
 working across the Perth Cultural Centre and Yagan Square
precincts.

In 2022, we continued to attract a diverse group of volunteers with a
variety of motivations, backgrounds and skill levels. 21.4% of
volunteers were under the age of 18 and 15.9% of volunteers were
over the age of 50. Some of our volunteers travelled as far as
Mandurah and Quinns Rocks.

We had a volunteer retention rate of 33.3% this year. 100% of
volunteers surveyed said they would volunteer at the AWESOME
Festival again in the future and would recommend volunteering to
others.

AWESOME would like to thank Lotterywest for their continuing
support of the volunteering program, enabling the organisation to
engage additional contract staff to manage recruitment and much
needed ground support during the festival. 

Finally, AWESOME would like to extend a huge thank you to our
enthusiastic and dedicated volunteers for donating their time. We
couldn’t run the festival without you and we appreciate your hard
work! Image Credit: Nadia Bischof

Volunteer Report

BY NADIA BISCHOF

2022 saw 2,186 children attend an AWESOME festival excursion or participate in the Little Impressions Exhibition with
participation from 36 different schools, exceeding the 2021 total student participation numbers by 54.74%.

AWESOME launched the 2022 education program in June with an online Professional Development session with
author/illustrator, James Foley who explored the creative process behind making a whole class storybook.

The 2022 theme for the Little Impressions Exhibition was What do you dream about for the future?. WA students were asked
to harness their sense of wonder to create an exciting future together and design a bright flag to add to the AWESOME
bunting. We strung their collective dreams together to celebrate an inspiring vision for the future and displayed the bunting in
the State Library of Western Australia during the AWESOME Festival.

AWESOME offered three performance options for school excursions in 2022; Sax to the Max, Tröll and Dreams of A Lonely
Planet. Some schools opted to add a workshop with a professional artist and a tour of exhibitions. We also teamed up with
Sensorium Theatre to present Hu木an: A Sensory Forrest Adventure to two Education Support Centres on the Friday during
excursion week.

100% of teachers surveyed believe that the 2022 AWESOME Festival had a positive impact on the students, and 90%
believe the excursion provided their students with opportunities to engage with quality arts experiences that they might not
otherwise be able to access.

School Excursions report
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Premier’s Reading Challenge 
- Festival of Words 

During the July school holidays AWESOME was engaged
by the Department of Education to add programming to the
inaugural Festival of Words as a part of the Premier’s
Reading Challenge. 

Yagan Square came alive with 5 days of activities and
events centering around storytelling, literature and reading.
AWESOME delivered several engaging arts activities
including zine workshops with Samantha Hughes, a Story
Circle performance by artists Mararo Wangai and
Mahamudo Selimane, A Love Letters activity with
performer Elisa Wilson and several screening of
AWESOME community films on the Yagan Square screen. 

Community Arts Engagement 

Premiers Reading Challenge 
– School Incursions 


Following on from the success of the Premier's Reading
Challenge and Festival of Words AWESOME was further
engaged by the Department of Education to provide
workshops to the winning schools. 

Three regional and three metro schools have been
included in the residency series with each residency being
created bespoke for the school. 

In Term 4 of 2022 AWESOME delivered 5 days of visual
arts workshops with artist Alex Maciver to over 450
students at Good Shepherd Catholic School in Lockridge.
During this energetic residency two collaborative paintings
were created and displayed in the school library. 

The remaining 5 residencies are scheduled to roll out in
Term 1 of 2023.  

School Incursions 
 AWESOME’s incursion program offers students the

opportunity to explore different artforms through bespoke
workshops with professional artists at their school. In 2022,
a total of 534 students participated in an AWESOME
incursion.
 
In May, artists from YipYip Circus facilitated three one-hour
circus skills workshops at St Simon Peter Catholic Primary
School. This is the third consecutive year we have
organised an incursion at St Simon Peter Catholic School,
and they look forward to having YipYip Circus back again
next year!
 
In December, The Primary Extension and Challenge
(PEAC) ran an induction program at Edith Cowan
University Joondalup for talented Year 4’s, and were keen
to partner with AWESOME. The team from YipYip Circus
ran fifteen circus skills workshops over three days and were
a huge hit with the students.



South West

Artist in residence 
at a glance 

Great Southern

Goldfields

WheatbeltPerth
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Gascoyne

Mid West
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Midwest
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62 HOURS
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Gascoyne
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        Gascoyne Junction

Pilbara
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Wonder

BY BRIANNA WOTZKO

Creative Challenge is AWESOME Arts annual artist-in-residency
program, that places two professional teaching artists within a
school or community for one or two weeks to devise, develop and
manage an art project using a process driven, project
management methodology. 

The program involves participants in the creation of art that
shares the uniqueness of their community. Each residency
culminates in a celebration where the works created are
showcased for the community to enjoy. 

Due to the WA Borders reopening in March and the subsequent
COVID outbreak and restrictions residencies were put on hold for
the first 6 months of 2022 while schools and remote communities
were closed to visitors. We are proud to have delivered 14
residencies in regional and remote WA between July and
December. 

These residencies were presented across the across the Pilbara,
Gascoyne, Midwest, Goldfields – Esperance, Peel, and South
West Regions of Western Australia. 

We engaged 23 professional teaching artists to provide over 290
hours of contact with young Western Australians. 

Education Report

Every year the Creative Challenge Program is broadly
underpinned by a theme. The 2022 theme Wonder
asked participants “What do you dream about for the
future?” 
We asked Western Australian children to harness their
sense of wonder to create together. What do they want
to know about the world around them? What amazes
them? and, What bright sparks of curiosity drive them
to explore their communities? Wonder celebrates the
voices of young people and invites them to
imaginatively explore the surprising and beautiful
world around them, foster curiosity, and dream about
tomorrow.

The conversations and artwork created on these
residencies explored the unique identities of
participants and their vibrant and varied points of
view. 
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School/ Community Artists Participants Start date End date 

Wiluna Youth Centre Martine Perret, David Dare
Parker 25 05-Jul-22 15-Jul-22

Yandeyarra Remote
Community School Ryan Naga, Sete Tele 16 23-Jul-22 05-Aug-22

Nullagine Primary School Mal Webb, Kylie Morrigan 15 31-Jul-22 05-Aug-22

Norseman District School Natalie Zuchetti, Emilie Monty 60 08-Aug-22 12-Aug-22

Bungaree Primary School Matt Aitken, Elspeth Glen 23 23-Aug-22 03-Sep-22

East Kalgoorlie Primary
School Charlotte and Kero O'Shea 67 12-Sep-22 23-Sep-22

My Magnet District High
School Paul Grabovac, Alicia Osyka 42



19-Sep-22



23-Sep-22

Junction Co. Courthouse
Gallery

Natalie Zuchetti, Lauren
Greatorex 200 27-Sep-22 07-Oct-22

CAPS Kurrawang Fiona Gavino, Andy Quilty 62 31-Oct-22 04-Nov-22

College Row Kylie Bywaters, Alex Maciver 30 31-Oct-22 04-Nov-22

Cue Primary School Samantha Hughes, Nick Zafir 20 14-Nov-22 18-Nov-22

Gascoyne Junction Remote
Community School Mark Cain, Sete Tele 10 15-Nov-22 18-Nov-22

Coolgardie Primary School Natalie Zuchetti, Leith
Alexander 35 21-Nov-22 25-Nov-22

Newman Primary School Fiona Gavino, Nick Zafir 61 28-Nov-22 09-Dec-22

Creative Challenge Regional
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School/
Community

Artists Participants Start date End date 

North Balga Primary
School

Leith Alexander, Nathan
Hoyle 60



28-Jun-22



23-Sep-22

Bentley Primary School Steve Berrick, Roly
Skender, Mace Francis 48



29-Jun-22



21-Sep-22

Creative Challenge Metro

This was the final year of partnership with the Crown Resorts and Packer Family Foundation to present the Creative Challenge
Metro Program. This program commenced in 2017 and worked with schools located in the Perth metro area on residency
projects over 20 workshops. 

In 2022 Students at North Balga Primary School worked with 2 artists on residencies that explored media, film making and
visual arts techniques, and students at Bentley Primary School worked with 3 artists on residencies that explored media,
projection, light, puppetry, music and sound design. 

A selection of artworks was exhibited at the 2022 AWESOME Festival at the Perth Cultural Centre including film screenings
and an interactive light projection box. Participating students attended a Festival excursion which included opening their
exhibition space to the general public. 



PATRON
Professor Jonathan Carapetis AM, Director, Telethon Kids Institute 

STAFF
Jenny Simpson, Chief Executive Officer & Artistic Director
Miranda Maciver, Operations Manager 
Brianna Wotzko, Education Manager 
Nadia Bischof, Festival Admin & Artist Logistics Manager 
James Savage, Production Manager 
Georgia Landre-Ord, Festival Producer, Curator – Literature Program  
Kayla Newland, Marketing & Communications Manager
Amanda Scoble, Finance Manager 
Angela Ringuet, Community Arts Admin Officer 
Sam Sisti, Ticketing Officer 

BOARD
Elizabeth Chester (Chair)
Kate James (Treasurer) 
Derry Simpson (Until May 2022) 
Danielle Benda 
Daniel Smith 
Ellie Quinti 
Daley Rangi (Until December 2022) 
Jenny Simpson

FESTIVAL PHOTOGRAPHERS
Richard Watson & James Campbell 

FESTIVAL PRODUCTION TEAM
Renata Murdoch, Dana Ioppola, Ellick Higson, Emily Brown, Bryce Tierney, Dimity Magnus, Nathan Robinson, George Gifford. 

FESTIVAL GELATO
Unicorn Gelato by Chicho Gelato

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
AWESOME would like to sincerely thank the local businesses that support our volunteer program: Livingstone’s Urban Jungle,
Ruck Rover, Alex Hotel, Pretzel, Little Willy’s,  The Court Hotel, Voodoo Coffee, Café Pastel Portuguese Tarts, Planet
Northside, Eillo, Lil’ Toastface, Polly, Street Eat Eatery, Trackside Bakery, Whisk Creamery, Gangnam, The Shoe and
Hoodburger for their generous support of the 2022 AWESOME Festival Volunteer Program.

AWESOME would like to extend heartfelt thanks to all of our funding partners, donors and sponsors. We value your support
and acknowledge your investment in our community.

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
A huge thanks goes out to our dedicated AWESOME volunteers who generously donated their time, skills and smiles to the
AWESOME Festival. We couldn’t do it without you!

Patron, Employees &
Board of Directors 
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Grant Funding $ 881,352

Sponsorship $604,454

Earned Income $97,825

Other Earned Income $3,607

TOTAL INCOME $1,587,238

Income & expense Statement 
Income and Expense Statement
January 2022 through December 2022

INCOME

EXPENSES

Salaries, wages and fees $964,319

Marketing, promotion and fees $195,078

Infrustratucture costs [admin] $134,540

Other Earned Income $399,850

TOTAL INCOME $1,693,787

Balance Sheet 
As at 31 December 2022

DEFECIT $(106,549)

Current Assets $1,283,370

Fixed Assets $13,588

TOTAL INCOME $1,296,958

ASSETS

Current Liabilities $750,461

TOTAL LIABILITIES $750,461

LIABILITIES

NET ASSETS 546,497

Retained Earnings 653,046

Current Year Deficit $(106,549)

TOTAL EQUITY $546,497

EQUITY




